
Solar for Schools supports the UN Sustainable Development Goals

Solar for Schools 
A programme and online software to support more solar on UK schools, faster.

Collated by Community Energy England for the PSDS III Working Group 
at the Midlands Net Zero Energy Hub

For any Local Authourities interested in working with 
Solar for Schools, please contact 
s.jackson@communityenergyengland.co.uk
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The Solar for Schools programme

In
tr

od
uc

ti
on

150+ successful school projects
across the UK, Germany and India 

Working with councils, dioceses and 
Trusts in multiple countries SFS have 
developed over 150 school solar projects.  

Education is a key driver, with the  
programme including long term support 
for every student in a solar school project

Solar for Schools provides partners with 
multiple ways to help fund projects, 
including fully funded or blended funding. 

Their website and software tools sit at 
the heart of what they do, helping 
partners find the best opportunities to 
save carbon and money. 

SFS also protects schools and partners: 
with no upfront fees or long term charges
for the ongoing maintenance of solar 
assets. Costs covered by the programme. 
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Trusted partners internationally and in the UK 
Solar for Schools has a diverse range of trusted partners – including UK Councils and Government Departments:



Bringing solar to regeneration funding opportunities 

• 12 schools taken solar by Solar for Schools in partnership with 
Leeds City Council 

• Council integrated solar with other PSDS III measures (heat 
pumps, LED) to increase income generation and financial savings 
from projects

• Blended funding - SFS integrated community finance 
(crowdfunding) with Leeds City Council PSDS funding 

• Blending funding helped Council achieve a lower investment-
carbon saving ratio (which aided priority rating in receiving PSDS 
allocations) 

• Solar for Schools secured a long-term electricity price offer for 
Council and schools– under 14p rate set to rise only with 
inflation, over the next 25 years 

• Council was also protected from risks of owning solar assets, 
and ongoing maintenance and upkeep costs post-installation.
Ownership and costs covered by Solar for Schools CBS. 

• Council now exploring further opportunities within PSDS III 
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£25 million case study - Leeds City Council, 2021

Highlights: 

Local assets created: 
1000+kWp school solar installed

Carbon savings achieved: 
179 tonnes (Y1)

Financial savings: 
Under 14p solar rate secured with 
schools for the next 25 years

Ongoing charges and costs: 
maintenance, upkeep and education 
covered by Solar for Schools CBS, who 
own solar assets
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Example case study with Leeds City Council, 2021



6

Example case study (Included in the pack)



Other Support & Software for partners
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See the potential of sites and 
whole local areas using the 

SFS National Database 

Produce easy estimates 
for carbon and costs savings 

using the SFS paneliser

Gaining access to full or blending funding 
through The SFS Programme

Ensure schools and your locality 
are supported with the 

SFS Asset Management and 
Education Pages
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See the potential of your area – Solar for Schools National Database

Solar for Schools has created a National 
Database through it’s website to help 
partners see the solar potential of any 
UK school and local area quickly 
www.solarforschools.co.uk

http://www.solarforschools.co.uk/
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You can find this by going to 
the “Solar” tab on their 
website 
www.solarforschools.co.uk

http://www.solarforschools.co.uk/
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Using the search tool you can 
then search by individual 
school, school Trust, Diocese 
group or whole local areas-
including Council and city 
boundaries 
www.solarforschools.co.uk

http://www.solarforschools.co.uk/
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If you search an individual 
school, you will come to the 
school’s profile page. This 
page can give you estimates 
on potential solar coverage of 
for a particular site, as well as 
key estimates for carbon and 
financial savings. 

You will also see the capital 
required to undertake the 
project, with SFS able to offer 
opportunities for Councils to 
seek fully funded (SFS only) or 
to blend funding with pots like 
PSDS or Levelling Up grants. 
Blending funding usually 
provides optimal financial and 
carbon savings to be achieved.
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For Councils looking at 
multiple school projects, or 
trying to prioritise best sites 
within an area – the SFS 
database also allows you to 
consider solar potential across 
entire local areas 
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Once you find your own local 
area, you can gain access to a 
various ways of viewing the 
information you may need -
including map, gallery and list 
options.
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Gallery and list options will give you 
whole area figures, and also allow you 
to filter through to find best sites in an 
geography.

It is important to note that database figures are 
automatically generated according to estimates on 
student size and building footprint for each school. It is 
therefore essential to contact SFS to check sites and 
information, if you are interested in taking any projects 
forward. You may wish to do this before or after having a 
look at the SFS Design or Paneliser Tool (next slide).
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The SFS Paneliser or Design Tool is 
another feature that can be used 
to support Councils to determine 
best solar projects for PSDS or 
other funds such as Levelling Up.

After using the database, this 
interactive free to use software 
can be used to create or modify 
specific site designs and compare 
options.
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Creating site designs will help make estimated carbon and 
financial savings more accurate – though it is still 
recommended that if interested, you contact SFS to check 
figures and potential funding options or set up a free 
partner account and receive additional training. 
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The design tool 
can be accessed 
through an 
individual school’s 
profile page –
clicking on the 
“analysis” tab. 

If you go here, there 
will be a “default 
system” (which uses 
the automatically 
generated figures for 
the national database). 
Alongside this, you can 
add your own designs 
to compare best solar 
coverage, carbon and 
cost savings. 

To save time – you can also 
contact Solar for Schools to do 
this for you



Challenge:

How do you conveniently provide live data from a 
running solar panel system, and ensure a system is 
always running smoothly?

After installation

Solar for Schools supports Councils with the long-term 
maintenance and management of solar assets, including 
annual checks and upkeep. See Leeds Case Study for 
more details.  

Website Data and Trackers

Included in this support are additional education and 
monitoring features such as the live data charts and 
trackers on the SFS website. 

These features allow schools and Councils to ensure 
systems are running efficiently daily, weekly, monthly 
or annually, without needing to visit sites. 

Data is tracked live from sites and can even be 
exported direct from the website to give Councils and 
schools further documentation or evidencing of what 
their site is doing. 
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A final feature is the SFS approach to Asset 
Management and Education – which helps 
ensure long term support to Schools and 
Councils
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This support helps Councils, but also school 
staff and funders of projects  - who may 
want to access information around invoicing 
or system performance after installation. 
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Education is also a key feature included in the SFS Offer to local partners.  In classroom workshops and lesson 
support, as well as innovative independent learning support such as the Solar for Schools App are made freely 
available to all solar schools. www.solarforschools.co.uk/services/education

http://www.solarforschools.co.uk/

