








The current policy landscape
Community energy harnesses the determination, ingenuity and money of the 
community to install community-owned renewable generation and storage, 
provide energy efficiency and fuel poverty services, deliver education, training and 
green jobs, low-carbon transport projects and more. This report shows that the 
sector can do amazing work for communities across the UK even under the most 
challenging of circumstances. If properly supported, community energy can 
rapidly scale up its capacity to drive the energy transformation to net zero.

The numbers in this report, covering 2022 and 2023, reflect a period during which 
the previous UK government did little to support and quite a lot to thwart 
community energy. Different funding regimes, particularly CARES funding in 
Scotland, gave different, often greater, opportunities for the sector in Scotland and 
Wales. In England, the Rural Community Energy Fund closed to applications in 
March 2022. There was no access to development funding for urban projects in 
England except where local governments such as the GLA and some London 
boroughs ran Community Energy Funds.

Despite this, the UK sector showed healthy growth measured in installed 
renewable energy capacity. In 2021, 7.6 MW were installed, representing growth 
of 2.4% over 2020. In the last two years, 61 MW were installed, representing 
annual growth of more than 9%. Jobs grew by 7% a year. The number of 
community energy organisations, volunteers and members is up. The amount 
saved on energy bills as a result of energy efficiency and fuel poverty work is up. 
Investment is up. The sector’s planned pipeline is strong. 

Community energy is resilient, entrepreneurial and growing. This growth which 
could be boosted further by changes to regulations, grid connections and other 
barriers that could unlock 79 stalled projects, representing 270 MW of capacity.

Through its skill and determination, the sector has grown during an era of limited 
public funds, high interest rates and policy barriers. Now, we are delighted to 
welcome a ‘new dawn’ for community energy. Labour’s ambitious and practical 
commitment to net zero is reflected in targets like ‘clean power by 2030’, and a 
doubling of onshore wind (enabled by the early scrapping of the Conservatives’ 
ban in England), a quadrupling of solar and the Local Power Plan. This commits 
to putting people at the heart of the energy transformation with up to £1bn a year 
for local climate action with £400m in low interest loans for communities and 
£600m in grants for local authorities.

In 2023, the Conservative government put in place a national Community Energy 
Fund with £10m over two years to find and develop new projects in England. This 
has allowed the sector to ramp up activity. The opportunity presented by Labour 
is of a different order of magnitude. The community energy sector doubled in 
size every year between 2014 and 2017. It is set to grow exponentially again.

Community Energy England, Community Energy Wales and Community Energy 
Scotland look forward to working with the new UK government to achieve its 
climate ambitions.
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Read more here.

https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Make-Britain-a-Clean-Energy-Superpower.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Make-Britain-a-Clean-Energy-Superpower.pdf


About us
We invite all organisations working on or supporting community energy
to join us, to strengthen our collective voice and enable us to represent
you in our work to develop and support the sector. Details of how to join
us can be found below.

Community Energy Scotland is a community energy specialist dedicated to
providing communities across Scotland with independent and ongoing support to
develop their own energy projects.

Our membership is free for all Scottish community energy organisations and
individual supporters, and provides opportunities for organisations to consult with
our team, network with other member organisations and receive regular community
energy-related information.�

Community Energy England is the voice of the community energy sector in England, helping
to create a supportive policy landscape for community energy. We also help active 
community energy organisations to connect, collaborate, share expertise and overcome
obstacles, and facilitate new collaborations and investment into the sector.

Join us to demonstrate your support for the broader interests of the sector and our work to
create the conditions within which community energy is able to thrive and scale.

Community Energy Wales is a not-for-profit membership organisation that provides
assistance and a voice to community groups working on energy projects in Wales. We want
to help create the conditions in Wales that allow community energy projects to flourish, and
communities to prosper.

Our vision: people should be at the heart of the energy system.
Our mission: to support and accelerate the transition to a fair, low carbon and community-led
energy system.
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Contact us for more information:

07920 182308
info@communityenergyscotland.org.uk
@CES_Tweet
www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/membership

Contact us for more information:

033 3303 4126
info@communityenergyengland.org
@Comm1nrg
www.communityenergyengland.org/pages/membership

Contact us for more information:

02920 190260
info@communityenergywales.org.uk
@CommEnergyWales
www.communityenergy.wales/register
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