
Welcome!

Lunchtime webinar: Seeing is Believing - Local Authority Matchmaking (North 
East & Yorkshire)

• John Taylor, Head of Capacity Building & Strategic Development, Community Energy England

Today, we will also be hearing from:

• Abbie Rodger, Net Zero Hub Project Manager (North East and Yorkshire region)

• Sarah Burgess, Grand Union Community Energy

• Issy Burkitt, City of York Council

And there will be a chance for questions at the end…



Community Energy England (CEE)

Community Energy England (CEE) is the national network and representative 
body for community energy.

• A voice for the sector

• We provide opportunities and 
mechanisms for active community 
energy practitioners in all parts of 
England to connect, learn, share 
business models and help each other 
overcome obstacles

340+ members

• Community energy organisations, sector 

stakeholders and other supportive organisations



Community Energy: Nationally and regionally

Our national map represents the most comprehensive dataset of community energy groups, projects 
and their locations, that we know to exist nationally. 



An introduction to “Seeing is Believing” 

• Funded by the North East and Yorkshire Net Zero Hub

• Delivered by Community Energy England, Ashden, and Centre for Sustainable Energy

• Sharing inspiring stories (site visits, networking, events, etc.)

• Showing how collaborations got started, what’s worked well, and how you can get involved 

• Brings together politicians, local authorities, civil servants, voluntary sector organisations, and 

community energy enterprises





















Grand Union Community Energy (GUCE) 

● Community Benefit Society 2012

● Volunteer Board 

● South West Herts

● 40 members 

● Paid contractors for projects 

● Community benefit driven

● Power Up and Power Down



Partnerships are key  

Fast Followers/Innovate UK, Healthy Hubs, Warmer 
Homes Support 

Healthy Hubs, Healthier Homes Project, Warmer 
Homes Support 



Our journey with Three Rivers District Council

Nov 2022 - Met Councillor for coffee

Feb 2023 - Call from Sustainability Officer for bid partnership 

April 2023 - Won the bid!

July 2023 - Innovate UK 2 year project kicked off 

Dec 2023 - Solar Canopy Project bid, won, delivered 

Oct 2024 - Data Centre speculative bid, won, kicked off

July 2025 - Community Engagement Partner for IRS

RESULT: Oct 2025 - Sign off two contracts directly with TRDC for continuing 
support



Questions
Sarah.Burgess@guce.org.uk



City of York Council 
Issy Burkitt – Carbon Reduction Project Officer 



Climate Change



Climate Change Strategy 



Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP)



York Community Energy 
and City of York Council
• Retrofit projects 
• Solar for Schools 
• Community Energy 



Solar for Schools 
• Technical knowledge 
• Promotion/marketing  
• Expert advice 



Seeing is Believing



Seeing is Believing

Local authority matchmaking work:

- Local authorities and community energy enterprises have 

increasingly shared priorities and values when it comes to 

local net zero delivery. 

- Community Energy organisations across the country have 

already mobilised over £24 million of investment over the 

past year. 

- Increasing collaboration and resources coming forward 

through the Local Power Plan via GB Energy. (early 2026)



Seeing is Believing

Common Challenges: 

- Public Sector procurement rules

- Obtaining legal permissions. 

- Agreeing long term power purchase contracts.

- Internal capacity to manage projects. 

- Blending grant funding and investment (i.e. PSDS, local 

climate bonds)



Seeing is Believing

Local authority matchmaking work:

• Connect local councils and community energy groups

• Site visits and tours

Upcoming events:

• 26 November, 10 am - 4pm, York: Tour

• 4 December, 10 am - 4 pm: Newcastle: Tour and 

networking



The Energy Learning Network:

• Free insights, resources and connections for existing community energy groups
• Mentoring and peer learning opportunities
• Collaboration between CEE, Ashden, the Centre for Sustainable Energy, Community 

Energy Scotland, Community Energy Wales, and Northern Ireland’s Action 
Renewables.

Community Energy GO:

• Connect community groups across England with expert advice, practical tools and 
hands-on support.

• Free, tailored to help develop renewable energy or low-carbon projects. 

Other programmes



• Winter Conference, 17 November (Sheffield) - join the waiting 
list

• Community Energy Awards, 17 November (Sheffield)  - RSVP 
now

• Maximising income from your community energy project - 2 
December (Online) 

• The next phase of community energy: Supermarkets and 
warehouses - 4 December (Online)

Upcoming events 



Join us



Any questions?



We would love your feedback and suggestions

Please answer our poll or email us with any other 
feedback, suggestions for events, or questions:

j.taylor@communityenergyengland.org


