
Going Mainstream: 

The next phase for community energy

Thurs 18 June | Birmingham

CEE Summer Conference 2026

Programme 





Morning Plenary (The Canopy)

Opening Remarks from Matt Vickers, CEE
Welcome from David Witherspoon, NGED
Barbara Hammond, Low Carbon Hub 
Introduction to Open Space

Scroll down for more sessions  
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P R O G R A M M E  &  S P E A K E R  D E T A I L S

1 1 : 4 5
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9 : 0 0
A M

Registration and refreshments 
 

Panel Discussion (The Canopy)

Going mainstream: Delivering community energy at scale

Matt Vickers, Chief Executive, CEE
Kate Ashworth, Head of Energy Infrastructure, WMCA
Fraser Stewart, Head of Local Energy Strategy, GB Energy 

Refreshments Break (Fazeley Studios)





 

Community share offers
Project development

Financial administration

Westmill Wind and Solar Farm
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Energy4All’s mission is to support the UK’s transition
to a low carbon energy system: by giving

communities the tools totake actionthemselves.
Members benefit from support and expertisein...

Get in touch for our
services brochure

info@energy4all.co.uk
www.energy4all.co.uk

35 Members across the UK!



Spotlight Speakers (The Canopy)

Beate Pesian, Community Energy Birmingham 

Chris Greer. 100 Green

Graham Mitchell, Adalta Energy 

1 2 : 1 5
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P R O G R A M M E  &  S P E A K E R  D E T A I L S

2 : 0 0

P M

Networking Lunch  (Fazeley Studios)

Lunch will be a all-vegetarian sandwich buffet - grab a
plate and explore the Knowledge Fair in the Fazeley and
Garden Room. 

Workshops (choose one to attend)

Scaling shared ownership in community energy hosted by
CEE and partners (The Canopy)

Community Power Club Launch -  hosted by Younity 
(The Studio - Fazely)

Scroll down for more sessions  





Founded by impact investors and members of Patriotic Millionaires UK, Tim Stumpff
and Julia Davies, We Have The POWER is all about accelerating a clean energy
future owned and benefitting communities.  We help impact investors help
communities to go further and faster in installing community owned renewable
energy - with cost-effective, accessible loans to help your project get off the ground
while you raise investment through your community share offers. From small to
large community energy companies, we are proud to have helped community
energy grow.

Find out more on our website

https://wehavethepower.org/funding/community/community-energy/


P R O G R A M M E  &  S P E A K E R  D E T A I L S

4 : 3 0
P M

Conference Close (The Canopy)

Interactive feedback and closing remarks 

Summer Solstice Drinks Reception (Fazeley Studios)

Join us for an evening of relaxed networking as we
celebrate the approach of the longest day of the year.
Connect with fellow attendees, exchange ideas, and enjoy
the vibrant atmosphere.

Networking will continue until 6:00pm.

A range of drinks will be available. Each attendee has
received two complimentary drink tokens, which can be
redeemed at the drinks reception.

5 : 0 0
P M

Open Space (The canopy and various locations)

Through open, self-organised discussion, we’ll uncover
the changes needed to turn community energy
mainstream. 

2 : 3 0

P M







Making community energy mainstream

Core question:

If community energy is to become mainstream, what needs to change -
both around us and within us - and what will we do next to make that
happen?

As the sector grows, so too must the ways we think, act, and collaborate.
This is a moment for honest reflection and bold ideas:

What needs to change in the wider system - policy, finance, networks,
and markets?

What needs to change within our own organisations, approaches, and
assumptions?

Participants will shape the conversation by proposing discussion topics and
sharing insights. The session will culminate in a collective commitment:
each participant will be invited to make a clear pledge towards
mainstreaming community energy.

You can submit your ideas in advance by completing this google form, or
you can add to the ideas wall on the day. 

O P E N  S P A C E

Our open space session invites participants to explore what it will
truly take to make community energy mainstream.

Submit your idea

https://forms.gle/Nuy5nZueWSz519v3A


At Triodos Bank, we finance projects
that put energy into local hands.

 Berwickshire Community Renewablesis 
one example. With finance from Triodos,
the community group developed the UKʼs
first housing association-led wind farm.
triodos.co.uk

From community
ambition to
renewable power

Berwickshire Community Renewables

http://triodos.co.uk/




Launch of Community Power Club
Led by Younity (Fazeley Studios)

Join Younity for the launch of Community
Power Club, an exciting new product that
will allow community generators to earn
more by supplying their members and
communities through a Licence Exempt
Supply arrangement. 

Hear from the Younity team about how your
community group can set up a Community
Power Club and how homes and businesses
in your area can benefit, as well as how
Licence Exempt Supply works.

W O R K S H O P S

Please choose one of these two workshops to attend at 12:15pm.

Scaling shared ownership in community
energy
Led by CEE and partners (The Canopy)

This workshop explores how shared
ownership can move from a cornerstone of
community energy to mainstream practice
across the energy system. 

Participants will discuss successes, barriers,
and required changes, identifying practical
steps to embed shared ownership as a
standard approach to energy development.







E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

Pop along to see our exhibitors in our Knowledge Fair (open all day)

1.Thrive Renewables
2.Wrigleys Solicitors
3.Empowered Projects
4.Ennovus
5.Pure Leapfrog
6.Community Energy Birmingham
7.Ethex
8.Repowering / shareenegy
9.Community Power Solutions

10.NookCRM
11.Naturesave
12.Plugyy Energy Solutions
13.Younity
14.Bright Renewables
15.Centre for Energy Equality
16.100Green Communities
17.NGED - Garden room 

Turn the page for exhibitor profiles 





E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

Wrigleys Solicitors advises community
energy clients on legal structures,
governance, investment, contracts and
property matters. We support community
energy organisations on renewable energy
projects including shared ownership
arrangements. Our team combines legal
expertise with sector insight, helping clients
deliver purpose-driven, community-led
energy initiatives.

National Grid Electricity Distribution
(NGED) is an enabling partner for
community energy, advocating on the
sector’s behalf to policymakers, providing
technical expertise, strategic guidance and
signposting to available support for
community energy groups. By facilitating
grid connections, offering dedicated
Community Energy Connection Surgeries
and community energy engagement
programme, NGED empowers local groups
to deliver sustainable energy projects and
address regional fuel poverty.

Pure Leapfrog has helped communities
create renewable energy projects, retrofit
homes, and build a low-carbon future since
2005. We can support you to turn great
ideas into real projects. Work with us to
develop sustainability projects that have
positive environmental and social impact.
LEAP forward with us!





Community Energy Birmingham is growing
a network of local partners delivering
practical energy‐saving support, community
workshops and new renewable‐energy
projects. Our focus is on empowering
Birmingham residents, strengthening
neighbourhood resilience and developing
community‐owned solar. We’re building
momentum and seeking collaborators to
scale impact across the city.

E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

Repowering London and Sharenergy have
formed a partnership to develop a suite of
open-source software to support the
operation and administration of community
energy groups. We are inviting input from
across the sector in this development phase
to create products that fit the needs of the
sector.

Ennovus Solutions is a specialist net zero
consultancy delivering end-to-end
renewable energy projects. We support
many businesses, including SMEs, local
councils, and community energy groups
with expert design, planning, grid
connection, and project management. From
feasibility to installation, we deliver tailored,
technically robust solutions that enable
local, low-carbon generation and long-term
impact.





Centre for Energy Equality tackles fuel
poverty and energy transition inequalities
through data-driven, community-led
innovation. Its flagship platform, Fairer
Warmth, helps identify, engage, and
support households most in need -
empowering better retrofit decisions, energy
support, improving outcomes for vulnerable
residents, and enabling partners to target
resources where they’ll have greatest
impact.

E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

Ethex has raised over £80m for community
energy initiatives nationwide. Meet our team
at the conference to learn how we can help
your project thrive through community
investment and long-term, values-driven
funding.

Younity is an award-winning joint venture
between Octopus Energy and OurCoop
(formerly The Midcounties Co-operative),
with a mission to energise community
energy across the UK. We deliver this
through bespoke Power Purchase
Agreements, financial support including
£1.5m in bridging finance and grants, and
our free volunteer matchmaking platform,
Community Energy Connect.





Empowered develops renewable energy
projects for some of the most experienced
community energy organisations in the UK.
We support on matters ranging from
identifying projects at an early-stage, raising
grant funding, and taking them through
planning to delivery. We are leaders in
shared ownership, leveraging our
experience to rapidly scale the community
energy sector.

E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

NookCRM is the case management tool for
community energy groups. Codesigned with
energy advisors, it’s built to make team
collaboration and reporting to funders easy.
Find out more at nookcrm.com.

Thrive Renewables is a renewable energy
investment company with 30 years’
experience working with developers,
businesses and communities to finance,
build and operate clean energy projects in
the UK. Using flexible funding models, the
company has invested over £21 million into
six community-owned wind and solar
projects and also enables communities to
take a stake in larger, local renewable
energy schemes through shared ownership.





Community Power Solutions are onshore
wind specialists, working with communities,
landowners, businesses, and public sector
partners to develop collaborative energy
projects. With experience across more than
40 successful wind energy developments,
CPS provides feasibility studies, GIS
analysis, stakeholder engagement, and
development support focused on
meaningful local ownership, long term
community benefit, and delivering large
scale community energy.

E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

Naturesave Insurance is an award-winning
Insurance Broker, with over 30 years’
experience in providing ethical and
sustainable personal and commercial
insurance. Naturesave combines specialist
expertise with a commitment to positive
social and environmental impact, helping
organisations manage risk while
contributing to a greener, fairer future.

Plugyy Energy Solutions develops, installs
and operates solar energy, battery storage
and EV charging for community energy,
businesses and the public sector. We act as
a turnkey EPC contractor installing projects,
provide O&M services and also support as a
technical advisor on feasibility studies and
other assessments.



100Green Communities enables towns and
neighbourhoods to generate, share and
benefit from their own renewable energy.
By connecting local generators to homes
and businesses, we help reduce bills, cut
carbon emissions and keep investment
within the community; supporting a
practical, people‐powered transition to
cleaner, more resilient energy systems.

E X H I B I T O R S  A N D
S U P P O R T E R S

Bright Renewables the trading name of
Community Owned Asset Management
Limited, is the UK’s leading provider for
community-owned renewable energy
assets, managing over 80MW across
England and Wales. We deliver integrated
services including contractor coordination,
revenue oversight, accounting, stakeholder
management and operations, supporting
governance, financial resilience and long-
term community value.

https://100greencommunities.com/
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